
 

 

TEXAS 

 

TITLE 22. EXAMINING BOARDS 

PART 24. TEXAS BOARD OF VETERINARY MEDICAL EXAMINERS 

CHAPTER 571. LICENSING 

SUBCHAPTER A. GENERAL 

22 TAC §571.18 

The Texas Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners (Board) proposes a new rule §571.18, 

concerning Licensed Veterinary Technician Designation.  

The purpose of the proposed new rule is to clarify and protect the title Licensed Veterinary 

Technician to be used by those individuals who have attended a recognized program institution 

and have been licensed.  

Fiscal Note 

John Hargis, General Counsel, has determined that for each year of the first five years that the 

rule is in effect, there are no anticipated increases or reductions in costs to the state and local 

governments as a result of enforcing or administering the rule.  

Mr. Hargis has also determined that for each year of the first five years that the rule is in effect, 

there is no anticipated impact in revenue to state government as a result of enforcing or 

administering the rule.  

Public Benefit and Cost Note 

Mr. Hargis has also determined that for each year of the first five years the rule is in effect, the 

anticipated public benefit will be to protect the public by establishing and maintaining a high 

standard of integrity, skills, and practice in the veterinary medicine profession.  

Local Employment Impact Statement 

Mr. Hargis has determined that the rule will have no impact on local employment or a local 

economy. Thus, the board is not required to prepare a local employment impact statement 

pursuant to §2001.022, Government Code.  

Economic Impact Statement and Regulatory Flexibility Analysis 

Mr. Hargis has determined that there are no anticipated adverse economic effects on small 

business, micro-businesses, or rural communities as a result of the rule. Thus, the Board is not 

required to prepare an economic impact statement or a regulatory flexibility analysis pursuant to 

§2006.002, Government Code. 

Takings Impact Assessment 



 

 

Mr. Hargis has determined that there are no private real property interests affected by the rule. 

Thus, the board is not required to prepare a takings impact assessment pursuant to §2007.043, 

Government Code. 

Government Growth Impact Statement 

For the first five years that the rule would be in effect, it is estimated that; the proposed rule 

would not create or eliminate a government program; implementation of the proposed rule would 

not require the creation of new employee positions or the elimination of existing employee 

positions; implementation of the proposed rule would not require an increase or decrease in 

future legislative appropriations to the agency; the proposed rule would not require an increase in 

the fees paid to the agency; the proposed rule would not create a new regulation; the proposed 

rule would not expand, limit, or repeal an existing regulation; the proposed rule would not 

increase or decrease the number of individuals subject to the rule's applicability; and the 

proposed rule would not positively or adversely affect the state's economy. 

Request for Public Comments 

The Texas Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners invites comments on the proposed new rule 

from any interested persons, including any member of the public. A written statement should be 

mailed or delivered to John Hargis, Texas Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners, 1801 

Congress, Ste. 8.800, Austin, Texas 78701, or by e-mail 

to John.Hargis@veterinary.texas.gov.Comments will be accepted for 30 days following 

publication in the Texas Register. Comments must be received within 30 days after publication 

of this proposal in order to be considered. 

Statutory Authority 

The rule is proposed under the authority of §801.151(a), (b), and (c), Occupations Code, which 

states that the Board may adopt rules necessary to administer the chapter, that the Board may 

adopt rules of professional conduct appropriate to establish and maintain a high standard of 

integrity, skills, and practice in the veterinary medicine profession, and that the Board may adopt 

rules to protect the public. 

No other statutes, articles, or codes are affected by the proposal.  

§571.18.Licensed Veterinary Technician Designation. 

Pursuant to 801.002 and 801.265, only individuals who have received formal education at an 

accredited Veterinary Technician Institution and are licensed by the TBVME can hold the title of 

Licensed Veterinary Technician. All other employees of a veterinary medical establishment can 

hold the title of veterinary assistant. 

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the proposal and found it to be within the 

state agency's legal authority to adopt. 

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 1, 2022. 
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CHAPTER 573. RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 

SUBCHAPTER C. RESPONSIBILITIES TO CLIENTS 

22 TAC §573.27 

The Texas Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners (Board) proposes this amendment to 

§573.27, concerning Honesty, Integrity, and Fair Dealing. 

The purpose of the proposed amendment in part to increase standards of veterinary medical 

practice in Texas and to protect the public. The amendment also clarifies the times in which the 

veterinarian must obtain consent prior to performing an examination or procedure. 

Fiscal Note 

John Hargis, General Counsel, has determined that for each year of the first five years that the 

rule is in effect, there are no anticipated increases or reductions in costs to the state and local 

governments as a result of enforcing or administering the rule.  

John Hargis has also determined that for each year of the first five years that the rule is in effect, 

there is no anticipated impact in revenue to state government as a result of enforcing or 

administering the rule.  

Public Benefit and Cost Note 

John Hargis has also determined that for each year of the first five years the rule is in effect, the 

anticipated public benefit will be to protect the public by establishing and maintaining a high 

standard of integrity, skills, and practice in the veterinary medicine profession. 

Local Employment Impact Statement 

John Hargis has determined that the rule will have no impact on local employment or a local 

economy. Thus, the board is not required to prepare a local employment impact statement 

pursuant to §2001.022, Government Code.  

Economic Impact Statement and Regulatory Flexibility Analysis 

John Hargis has determined that there are no anticipated adverse economic effects on small 

business, micro-businesses, or rural communities as a result of the rule. Thus, the Board is not 

required to prepare an economic impact statement or a regulatory flexibility analysis pursuant to 

§2006.002, Government Code. 

Takings Impact Assessment 



 

 

John Hargis has determined that there are no private real property interests affected by the rule. 

Thus, the board is not required to prepare a takings impact assessment pursuant to §2007.043, 

Government Code. 

Government Growth Impact Statement 

For the first five years that the rule would be in effect, it is estimated that; the proposed rule 

would not create or eliminate a government program; implementation of the proposed rule would 

not require the creation of new employee positions or the elimination of existing employee 

positions; implementation of the proposed rule would not require an increase or decrease in 

future legislative appropriations to the agency; the proposed rule would not require an increase in 

the fees paid to the agency; the proposed rule would not create a new regulation; the proposed 

rule would not expand, limit, or repeal an existing regulation; the proposed rule would not 

increase or decrease the number of individuals subject to the rule's applicability; and the 

proposed rule would not positively or adversely affect the state's economy. 

Request for Public Comments 

The Texas Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners invites comments on the proposed 

amendment to the rule from any interested persons, including any member of the public. A 

written statement should be mailed or delivered to Valerie Mitchell, Texas Board of Veterinary 

Medical Examiners, 1801 Congress, Ste. 8.800, Austin, Texas 78701, by e-mail 

to John.Hargis@veterinary.texas.gov. Comments will be accepted for 30 days following 

publication in the Texas Register. Comments must be received within 30 days after publication 

of this proposal in order to be considered. 

Statutory Authority 

The rule is proposed under the authority of §801.151(a), (b), and (c) Occupations Code, which 

states that the Board may adopt rules necessary to administer the chapter, that the Board may 

adopt rules of professional conduct appropriate to establish and maintain a high standard of 

integrity, skills, and practice in the veterinary medicine profession, and that the Board may adopt 

rules to protect the public. 

No other statutes, articles, or codes are affected by the proposal.  

§573.27.Honesty, Integrity, and Fair Dealing. 

Licensees shall conduct their practice with honesty, integrity, and fair dealing. Unless otherwise 

provided for in law, licensees shall obtain consent prior to performing an examination or 

procedure. 

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the proposal and found it to be within the 

state agency's legal authority to adopt. 

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 29, 2022. 
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CHAPTER 575. PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE 

22 TAC §575.29 

The Texas Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners (Board) proposes this amendment to 

§575.29, concerning Informal Conference. 

The purpose of the proposed amendment is to give veterinarians more clarification on what the 

Board expects from them going into informal conferences. The current rule is not specific 

enough. 

Fiscal Note 

John Hargis, General Counsel, has determined that for each year of the first five years that the 

rule is in effect, there are no anticipated increases or reductions in costs to the state and local 

governments as a result of enforcing or administering the rule.  

Mr. Hargis has also determined that for each year of the first five years that the rule is in effect, 

there is no anticipated impact in revenue to state government as a result of enforcing or 

administering the rule.  

Public Benefit and Cost Note 

Mr. Hargis has also determined that for each year of the first five years the rule is in effect, the 

anticipated public benefit will be to protect the public by establishing and maintaining a high 

standard of integrity, skills, and practice in the veterinary medicine profession.  

Local Employment Impact Statement 

Mr. Hargis has determined that the rule will have no impact on local employment or a local 

economy. Thus, the board is not required to prepare a local employment impact statement 

pursuant to §2001.022, Government Code.  

Economic Impact Statement and Regulatory Flexibility Analysis 

Mr. Hargis has determined that there are no anticipated adverse economic effects on small 

business, micro-businesses, or rural communities as a result of the rule. Thus, the Board is not 

required to prepare an economic impact statement or a regulatory flexibility analysis pursuant to 

§2006.002, Government Code. 

Takings Impact Assessment 

Mr. Hargis has determined that there are no private real property interests affected by the rule. 

Thus, the board is not required to prepare a takings impact assessment pursuant to §2007.043, 

Government Code. 

Government Growth Impact Statement 

For the first five years that the rule would be in effect, it is estimated that; the proposed rule 

would not create or eliminate a government program; implementation of the proposed rule would 



 

 

not require the creation of new employee positions or the elimination of existing employee 

positions; implementation of the proposed rule would not require an increase or decrease in 

future legislative appropriations to the agency; the proposed rule would not require an increase in 

the fees paid to the agency; the proposed rule would not create a new regulation; the proposed 

rule would not expand, limit, or repeal an existing regulation; the proposed rule would not 

increase or decrease the number of individuals subject to the rule's applicability; and the 

proposed rule would not positively or adversely affect the state's economy. 

Request for Public Comments 

The Texas Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners invites comments on the proposed 

amendment to the rule from any interested persons, including any member of the public. A 

written statement should be mailed or delivered to John Hargis, Texas Board of Veterinary 

Medical Examiners, 1801 Congress, Ste. 8.800, Austin, Texas 78701, by e-mail 

to John.Hargis@veterinary.texas.gov. Comments will be accepted for 30 days following 

publication in the Texas Register. Comments must be received within 30 days after publication 

of this proposal in order to be considered. 

Statutory Authority 

The rule is proposed under the authority of §801.151(a), (b), and (c) Occupations Code, which 

states that the Board may adopt rules necessary to administer the chapter, that the Board may 

adopt rules of professional conduct appropriate to establish and maintain a high standard of 

integrity, skills, and practice in the veterinary medicine profession, and that the Board may adopt 

rules to protect the public.  

No other statutes, articles, or codes are affected by the proposal.  

§575.29Informal Conferences. 

(a) Informal conferences requiring medical expertise, shall be conducted to provide the 

opportunity to both complainant and respondent to be heard by a panel of two veterinarians and 

one public member of the TBVME, and may be represented by counsel. Informal conferences 

that do not require medical expertise will be conducted by one veterinarian, the board's general 

counsel, and one member of the staff or public member designated by the executive 

director [Reasonable written notice of the time, date, and location of an informal conference shall 

be provided to the respondent and complainant, if applicable. The notice shall include a 

statement of the alleged violations(s) to be considered by the informal conference panel]. 

(1) No additional evidence may be submitted into the record after the initial review process has 

been completed by the initial medical reviewer. 

(2) The complainant and respondent and any legal counsel, will receive information regarding 

potential outcomes of an informal conference prior to the informal conference. 

(b) Reasonable written notice of the time, date, and location of the informal conference shall be 

provided to the complainant and respondent if applicable. The notice shall include a statement of 
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the alleged violation(s) to be considered by the IC panel. Deliberations of the informal 

conference panel are confidential. [The respondent and complainant shall each be provided with 

an opportunity to be heard by the informal conference panel and may be represented by counsel. 

Deliberations by the informal conference panel are confidential.] 

(c) The general counsel of the TBVME or a representative from [of] the 

attorney general's [general] office shall be present during the informal conference to advise the 

informal conference panel. 

[(d) Informal conferences regarding complaints requiring medical expertise shall be conducted 

by an informal conference panel comprised of two veterinarian Board members and one public 

Board member.]  

[(e) Informal conferences regarding complaints not requiring medical expertise may be 

conducted by an informal conference panel comprised of Board Staff. The Executive Director 

may designate the members of this panel.] 

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the proposal and found it to be within the 

state agency's legal authority to adopt. 

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on July 29, 2022. 

______________________________________________ 

Texas Board of Veterinary Medicine has withdrawn the following rules, published in the  
December 24, 2021, issue of the Texas Register (46 TexReg 8897): 

RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 22 TAC §573.75  

GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE DUTIES 22 TAC §577.5 

CHAPTER 573. RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT - SUBCHAPTER C. 

RESPONSIBILITIES TO CLIENTS 22 TAC §573.27 

The agency failed to adopt the proposal within six months of publication.  

 


