
 

 

ARC6523C Rulemaking related to veterinarian/client/patient relationships  

 

The Veterinary Medicine Board hereby amends Chapter 1, “Description of Organization and 

Definitions,” and Chapter 12, “Standards of Practice,” Iowa Administrative Code.  

Effective 10/26/22 

Some of the requirements for a veterinarian/client/patient relationship (VCPR), including a 

veterinarian’s responsibilities in an emergency setting, were previously set forth in the American 

Veterinary Medical Association’s document, referenced in the rules, titled Principles of 

Veterinary Medical Ethics. The Board removed references to the document and adopted its own 

ethics rules in a separate rule-making, ARC 6212C, IAB 2/23/22, which became effective on 

March 30, 2022. The rule requires a VCPR before a veterinarian may provide medical care or 

prescribe medications to a patient.  

The Board adopted additional amendments to the VCPR requirements on December 30, 2021, in 

ARC 6171C, IAB 2/9/22, which require a physical examination of the patient or visits to the 

premises within the past 12 months to establish a VCPR. The Administrative Rules Review 

Committee (ARRC), at its March 7, 2022, meeting, delayed the effective date of that rule-

making by 70 days from April 1, 2022, to June 10, 2022.  

This rule-making addresses public comments made during the previous two rule-makings and at 

Board meetings. Currently, a VCPR is established when three criteria are met. This rule-making 

clarifies and revises two of the criteria to allow a VCPR for groups of animals and allows a 

licensed veterinarian with a VCPR to designate another licensed veterinarian to consult or 

provide backup care. This rule-making clarifies and addresses the responsibilities of 

veterinarians who provide services in an emergency setting, which were previously explained in 

the rule-referenced document. This rule-making establishes an applicability date to avoid 

retroactive application of the 12-month requirement as required in ARC 6171C.  

 

This rule-making was adopted by the Board on August 25, 2022.  

 



 

 

 

 
 

 


